


















































































































































































































































































































































Application Control

The interface for the add-ins was designed to sup-
port ad hoc inquiries. A dialog box guides the end
user through the process of supplying the approp-
riate parameters for a selected function. Where
appropriate, defaults are suggested based upon the
previous inquiry.

Summary

DEC @aGlance software has been specifically
designed to make it easy for users of desktop tools
to access, explore, and analyze data from dis-
tributed control systems, supervisory control sys-
tems, and other common systems used to run
manufacturing processes. An analysis of the infor-
mation environment and the ways in which end
users want to access the data led to the refinement
of the architectural requirements. The analysis also
led to the decision to use ACA Services as the appro-
priate mechanism for integrating desktop and man-
ufacturing control applications. The creation of a
usage model and rapid deployment of prototypes
were instrumental in the analysis. To promote
widespread availability of plug-compatible appli-
cations that use DEC @aGlance, a developer’s tool
kit was created. The tool kit contains libraries of
DEC @aGlance routines that both simplify and
encourage proper and consistent usage of ACA
Services to integrate DEC @aGlance applications.

DEC @aGlance add-ins for the popular spread-
sheet programs Lotus 1-2-3 for Windows and
Microsoft Excel for Windows were developed also.
With the add-in, users can interactively explore
data in plant manufacturing control systems from
within a familiar spreadsheet, as well as write
reusable worksheet macros for performing
repeated tasks like report generation.
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